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Then, after another pause, he said, " If you ask me to imagine
such an incredible thing, then I would say:
Nationalise the land.
Declare absolute liberty of conscience.
And establish the liberty of the Press.
If these three things are done, all the rest would come
right.'"                        WILLIAM T. STEAD, to Tolstoy.
These millions of Russians, able to read, stand before us like
hungry jackdaws with open mouths and say to us: " Gentlemen
writers of our native land, throw into these mouths literary food
worthy of yourselves and of us; write for us, who hunger for
words, and free us from those penny-dreadfuls and the rubbish
of the market/5 The simple honest Russian folk deserve that we
should respond to their call. I have thought much about this, and
to the best of my ability have decided to make an effort in that
direction.                                           TOLSTOY, to Danilevsky.
"You will agree with me/5 the stranger says, "that the duty of
literature is to aid man in understanding himself, to raise his faith
in himself, to develop his longing for truth; to combat what is
bad in men; to find what is good in them, and to wake up in
their souls shame, anger, courage; to do everything, in short, to
render men strong in a noble sense of the word, and capable of
inspiring their lives with the holy spirit of beauty. ... It seems to
me, we need once more to have dreams, pretty creations of our
fancy and visions, because the life we have built up is poor in
colour, is dim and dull. . . . Well, let us try; maybe imagination
will help man to rise for a moment above the earth and find on
it his true place, which he has lost."
GORKY :  The Reader.
If man were completely deprived of the ability to dream, if he
could never look ahead and mentally conceive in an entire and
completed picture the results of the work he is only just com-
mencing, then I cannot imagine what stimulus there would be to
induce man to undertake and complete extensive and fatiguing
tasks in the sphere of art, science and practical work. ... If there is
some connection between dreams and life, then all is well.
PISAREV.